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Everything we do online leaves a trace. This chapter explores how permanent internet data is: how shared
content affects your future, and why checking information before interacting with it is vital. We'll also
examine how social media shapes the online record of individuals, groups, and cultures.

Data on the Internet is Permanent

The internet remembers things for a long time; once something is posted, it often stays there forever, even if
you try to delete it. Copies can exist on computer servers, in archives, or because others re-shared it. This
"permanency of data" applies to all communication you have online.

This lasting record significantly impacts your future. Old photos, comments, or even past cyberbullying
incidents can affect your chances for jobs, scholarships, and positions. This is because people hiring or
offering scholarships often look up online histories. Every time you interact online, it adds to how people will
see you for a long time.

Because of this, it's very important to confirm if information is real and trustworthy before you do anything
with it (like liking, sharing, or reposting). Your interaction makes the information seem more believable. Before
you click "share," check where the information came from, see if other reliable sources are reporting it, be
careful with content that tries to make you emotional, and think about the possible results. This helps stop
wrong information from spreading and keeps you and your community safe.

How Social Media Influences Digital Footprints

Social media greatly shapes the "digital footprint"—which is your online record—for individuals, communities,
and cultures.
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For individuals, social media is a way to show off their lives, building an online identity. Every post adds to
this permanent record, changing how others see them. The pressure to show an "ideal" life can also affect a
person's mental health.

Communities use social media to form, organize, and share information quickly. Local groups use it for news
and events. However, it can also cause disagreements or spread wrong information. How a community
appears online as a whole shows its shared values and problems.

Cultures are influenced globally as social media quickly spreads new trends and ideas. Memes and viral
challenges cross borders, creating shared experiences. While it helps many different voices be heard, it can
also lead to cultures mixing together or people misunderstanding each other. How a culture is seen online
forms its digital footprint, shaping how the world sees it and driving cultural changes.

Critical Thinking Questions

« Imagine Al software scanning job applicants' entire digital footprints. Discuss the ethics of this
permanency and automated judgment. How can individuals manage their digital footprint from a
young age for such a future?

« Social media often promotes sensational content, which can spread misinformation. What
responsibility do social media companies have to combat this, and what responsibility do users
have?

¢« Choose a cultural trend or social movement influenced by social media. Analyze its positive impacts
(e.g., organization, awareness) and any negative impacts (e.g., misinformation, superficial
engagement). What does this reveal about social media's power and pitfalls in shaping culture?

Questions (5)

1. A student posted a funny but inappropriate photo on social media five years ago and deleted it
after a day. Now, they are applying for a scholarship. Based on the concept of "permanency of
data,” what is the most likely outcome regarding this photo?

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Choose the correct answer:

A. The photo is permanently gone, so it will not affect their scholarship application.
B. The photo might still exist on servers, archives, or through re-sharing, potentially impacting their application.
C. Scholarship committees only look at recent online activity, so old photos are irrelevant.

D. The student's privacy settings ensure that deleted content is never accessible to others.



2. You see a dramatic news story on social media. Before sharing it, which action, based on the
passage’s advice, is most crucial to take?

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Choose the correct answer:
A. Share it immediately to spread awareness
B. Check the source, look for other credible reports, and be wary of emotional content.
C. Assume it's true because it's widely shared by others.

D. Only share if your friends have already shared it.

3. Social media often promotes sensational content, which can spread misinformation. According
to the critical thinking questions, what kind of responsibility do both social media companies and
users have in combating this issue?

MULTIPLE CHOICE
Choose the correct answer:
A. Only social media companies are responsible for combating misinformation.

B. Users are solely responsible for verifying information before sharing.

C. Both have a shared responsibility: companies to manage content, and users to critically evaluate before
interacting.

D. There is no real responsibility; misinformation is an unavoidable part of online interaction.

4. A big charity event became popular online. To fully understand its impact, what should you look
at regarding its social media use?

MULTIPLE CHOICE
Choose the correct answer:

A. Just how many likes it received.
B. Only if it raised money.
C. Both the good ways it helped (like organizing) and any bad things (like spreading wrong info).

D. Just the comments from famous people.



5. A local sports team uses social media to share game scores and organize practices. What does
this show about social media’s role for communities?

MULTIPLE CHOICE
Choose the correct answer:

A. It only causes arguments in communities.
B. It helps communities share information and organize quickly.
C. It has no real impact on local groups.

D. It makes communities less connected.



Answer Keys & Solutions

Questions

1. A student posted a funny but inappropriate photo on social media five
years ago and deleted it after a day. Now, they are applying for a scholarship.
Based on the concept of "permanency of data,” what is the most likely
outcome regarding this photo?

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Correct Answer:

A. The photo is permanently gone, so it will not affect their scholarship application. X Incorrect

B. The photo might still exist on servers, archives, or through re-sharing, potentially impacting their v Correct

application.
C. Scholarship committees only look at recent online activity, so old photos are irrelevant. X Incorrect
D. The student's privacy settings ensure that deleted content is never accessible to others. X Incorrect

Explanation:

Consider where data might persist even after it's deleted from a primary platform.

2. You see a dramatic news story on social media. Before sharing it, which
action, based on the passage's advice, is most crucial to take?

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Correct Answer:

A. Share it immediately to spread awareness X Incorrect
B. Check the source, look for other credible reports, and be wary of emotional content. v Correct
C. Assume it's true because it's widely shared by others. X Incorrect
D. Only share if your friends have already shared it. X Incorrect

Explanation:

Focus on the steps suggested for verifying information.



3. Social media often promotes sensational content, which can spread
misinformation. According to the critical thinking questions, what kind of
responsibility do both social media companies and users have in combating
this issue?

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Correct Answer:

A. Only social media companies are responsible for combating misinformation. X Incorrect

B. Users are solely responsible for verifying information before sharing. X Incorrect
p

C. Both have a shared responsibility: companies to manage content, and users to critically v Correct

evaluate before interacting.

D. There is no real responsibility; misinformation is an unavoidable part of online interaction. X Incorrect

Explanation:

Consider the roles of both the platform providers and the individuals using them.

4. A big charity event became popular online. To fully understand its impact,
what should you look at regarding its social media use?

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Correct Answer:

A. Just how many likes it received. X Incorrect

B. Only if it raised money. X Incorrect

-

C. Both the good ways it helped (like organizing) and any bad things (like spreading wrong info). v Correct

D. Just the comments from famous people. X Incorrect

Explanation:

Consider both the positive and negative sides of social media's influence.

5. A local sports team uses social media to share game scores and organize
practices. What does this show about social media's role for communities?

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Correct Answer:



A. It only causes arguments in communities. X Incorrect

B. It helps communities share information and organize quickly. v Correct

C. It has no real impact on local groups. X Incorrect

D. It makes communities less connected. X Incorrect
Explanation:

Consider how social media can be used for positive group activities.



