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Technology in Our Lives

Computers have completely transformed how we complete tasks. They have changed how we access
information, engage in entertainment, and transfer data. Over time, our digital literacy (the ability to use
and understand technology) has grown, and computers have been used to greatly simplify tasks. From
retrieving information faster to communicating instantly, computers help us complete tasks more efficiently
than ever before. But how do they really shape our daily experiences?

Learning

Computers make learning more accessible. With educational software and search engines, students can
explore topics in an interactive way. For example, programs can teach new languages or provide lessons on
subjects like math and history.

Entertainment

Computers have also changed how we access entertainment. With platforms like streaming services and
gaming consoles, people can watch movies, listen to music, or play games on various devices. Some games
challenge us, making play both engaging and rewarding.

Communication: Then vs. Now

Computers have fundamentally changed how we transfer data to one another. Let's compare different
communication technologies and their efficiency:

e Speed:


https://curriculum.skillstruck.com/

o Past: People wrote letters by hand, and it would take days or weeks for them to be delivered.

o Present: With email and text messages, you can send a message across the world in just a few
seconds. The speed of digital data transfer is much more efficient.

o Data Exchange:

o Past: With older telephones, you could only transmit audio data.

o  Present: With video call apps, you can transmit both audio and video data, providing a more
complete exchange of information.

¢ Distribution:

o Past: If you wanted to share a photo with many people, you had to physically print the pictures
and distribute them one by one.

o Present: With social media, you can upload a photo and distribute it to a large group of
people instantly.
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Practice Your Communication! Try to demonstrate your keyboarding skills for communication! Type a short
email to your teacher or a message to a classmate (if allowed) about something you learned today. Focus
on using correct fingers on the keys to type quickly and accurately!

Artificial Intelligence (Al): Computers That Think!

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is when computers are programmed to "think” and solve problems using complex
mathematical models. Al is changing how we access and create content:

« Accessing Content: Al helps us access content more efficiently. When you search online, Al helps rank
and find the most relevant answers. When you watch videos, Al suggests others you might be



interested in based on your viewing history. It helps us find exactly what we're looking for, faster.

« Creating Content: Al can help us create content. Some Al tools can generate text, suggest ideas for
designs, or even create music. While human input is still required, Al can serve as a powerful tool for
generating content.

« Modifying Content: Al can also help us modify content. If you take a blurry photo, Al can be used to
make it clearer. Voice assistants (like those on smart speakers or phones) use Al to analyze your voice
commands and perform a specific function, like adjusting settings or retrieving information.

Humans vs. Computers

Humans and computers have different strengths and work best as a team.

¢ Humans: Strengths include creativity, complex reasoning, and adaptability. These are skills that

allow us to learn from mistakes and make unique decisions.

« Computers: Strengths include speed, precision, and efficiency. These are skills that allow them to
solve large problems quickly, process vast amounts of data, and perform repetitive tasks without
errors.

Together, humans and computers make a powerful team, blending creativity with efficiency to solve
problems and improve our world.

Critical Thinking Questions

1. Computers have made it easier to access information and communicate, but how might this affect
how people form relationships or solve problems?

2. How can people balance the strengths of both humans and computers to tackle challenges in the
future?

Questions (5)

1. What can you do with a computer when it comes to entertainment? (Select 2).

Select all that apply:

A.

B.

Watch movies

Play games and listen to music

C. Talk to friends

2. How do computers help us talk to people far away?

Choose the correct answer:

A.

B.

By sending letters in the mail
By making phone calls only
By using email, social media, and video calls

By visiting them in person

MULTIPLE CHOICE



3. How can computers be used as a tool for learning?

Choose the correct answer:

A.

B.

By providing lots of information and different ways to learn
By providing supplemental learning materials.
By giving people a chance to take notes in person.

By playing games only

4. What is a primary function of computers?

Choose the correct answer:

A.

B.

Constructing a building with tools.
Solving math problems quickly and accurately
Growing a plant from a seed.

Creating all-new inventions without human input

MULTIPLE CHOICE

MULTIPLE CHOICE

5. True or False: A computer's ability to process data is identical to human cognitive reasoning.

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Choose the correct answer:

A.

False

B. True



Games (1)

1. Technology in Our Lives Typing Game
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Computers are changing



Answer Keys & Solutions

Questions

1. What can you do with a computer when it comes to entertainment? (Select
2).

SELECT MULTIPLE

Correct Answers:

A.  Watch movies v Correct
B. Play games and listen to music v Correct
C. Talk to friends X Incorrect

Explanation:

Consider the examples given in the entertainment section.

MULTIPLE CHOICE
2. How do computers help us talk to people far away?

Correct Answer:

A. By sending letters in the mail X Incorrect
B. By making phone calls only X Incorrect
C. By using email, social media, and video calls v Correct
[ D. By visiting them in person X Incorrect

Explanation:

Think about the different ways computers enable communication

MULTIPLE CHOICE
3. How can computers be used as a tool for learning?

Correct Answer:

A. By providing lots of information and different ways to learn v Correct




B. By providing supplemental learning materials. X Incorrect

C. By giving people a chance to take notes in person. X Incorrect

L

D. By playing games only X Incorrect

L

Explanation:

Think about the different ways computers use tools for learning.

MULTIPLE CHOICE
4. What is a primary function of computers?

Correct Answer:

-

A. Constructing a building with tools. X Incorrect
B. Solving math problems quickly and accurately v Correct
C. Growing a plant from a seed. X Incorrect
D. Creating all-new inventions without human input X Incorrect

5. True or False: A computer's ability to process data is identical to human
cognitive reasoning.

MULTIPLE CHOICE

Correct Answer:

‘ A. False v Correct

L B. True X Incorrect ‘

Explanation:

Consider the differences between how computers and humans solve problems.

Games

1. Technology in Our Lives Typing Game

Typing game - no answer key needed. Students practice typing the provided content.






